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Administration lie-detector

BEv E¢ Rogers
WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF

The Reagan administration's idea of
using lie detectors 10 identify leakers of
classified information received searing
criticism vesterday despite assurances
that the use would be limited to serious
security breaches.

“This administrarion is opposed 10
indiscriminate use of the polvgraph™
Depury  Assistant Attornev General
Richard K. Willard 1estified before the
House Government Operations sub-
committee on national securiry.

"Use of this technigue should be
limited 10 situvations where it ciearly
Serves arn overriding national interest.”
Willard said

But other
arguments.

“lt's more of & fear detecior than a lie
deiector” Dr. John K. Gibbons. director
of Congress’ Office of Technology
Assessment, said. He pointed out that
the device only measures heart rate and
skin moisture.

Hence, Gibbons szid. the lie detecior.
or pelvgraph. may indicate person 1s
Iving when he actually is-not. but ic

witnesses rejecied his

P

lans scored

simply nervous, while a skilied or hard-

ened liar could beat the test.

Dr. John F. Beary IIl, associate dean
of the Georgetown Universiry medical
school and a former assistant secretary
of defense, added, "Any competent spy
is going 10 have no trouble passing this”

George Ball. undersecretarv of state
under ~President JGhnson. said. “Our
current obsession with the Soviet Union
shoulé not lead us to imitate the very
Soviet methods and attitudes our lead-
ers most insistently deplore.”

CBS correspondent Bob Schieffer,
representing the Society of Profes-
sional Journalists. Sigma Deliz Chi.
said the proposal would have & “rea) and
rude and unreasonable” impact on
reporiers.

“Oniy the uninformed or the naive
could believe that the directive is really
designed 10 preven:i leaks Jeopardizing
natonal security” he said. “The real
goal of the directive seems more odi-
ous: the control of government informa-
uon.”

The 1argets of the criticism were =
directive the White House issuec last
March and & proposal the Pentagon is
considering for using the polvgraph in
. - T A Ce .
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1nvestigations 6f specific leaks of clas:

sified information. -

Congress also has shown .concern
about using the polvgraph to test -gov:
ernment employees. It imposed &.delay
in any changes in Defense Departmen:
policy until next April 15, 1o provide
tme for more hearings. e

Dr. Kenneth J. Coffev of the General
Accounting Office. the investigative
arm of Congress, said polvgraphs
would have deterred few of the 328leaks
the executive branch has reported in
the past five years. -

Willard pointed out that leaks of clas-
sified informartion have “appeared in
the media regularly and frequently
over last decade” although thev are
ciearly illegal. . :

“Examples of the harm caused by
such disciosures are themselves classi-
fred and cannot be provided in a public
hearing” Willard said. .

President Reagan restated his con-
cern in & memo to federa) employvees
last August, saving he intended to pun-
1sh offenders'administrativel,\-' “regard-
less of rank or position.” :

“Where circumstances warrant.
cases will also be referred for criminal
prosecunon,” Reagan said. .

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/23 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100330002-4



